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"ir THOU TURN AWAY THY 1007 FROM THE sAB- 
BATH, FROM DOING THY PLEASURE on MY 
HOLY DAY; AND CALL THE SABBATH A DF- 


EIGHT; THE HOLY OP THE LORD, HONOURA- 
BLE; AND SHALT HONOR HIM, NOT DOING 
THINE OWN WAYS, NOR FINDING THINE OWN 


2 PLEASURE, NOR SPEAKING THINE OWN-WORDS: 


Tux HALT THo0V bakiour rAvSELY IN THE 


LORD. ** 


HERE is 2 one commandment 
in the Law more frequently re- 


peated, or more ſolemnly injoined, than 
that of keeping the Sabbath- day holy: for 


it is preſcribed, as the firſt part of the ce- 


remonial law; itis annexed to the judicial 


law; and it is inſerted in the body of the 
moral law, that it might be made the 
B2 ſtandard 
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ſtandard of duty and ſervice to the bouſebold 5 


0 F faith, in all ſucceeding ages. In other 
places of the Old Teſtament, the reverence 
due to the ſanctuary, and the ſanctification 
due to the Sabbath, are joined together. 
And in every place « of the ſcripture, where 
it is mentioned, it is ſtrictly commanded 
to be hallowed ; and upon. pain. of. the ſe- 
yereſt Penalty, kaka to be e 


= then ſo pak fires is an upon 
keying this ſacred day, and fo much dan- 
ger is incurred by neglecting it, it is na- 
_ tural to inquire, in what manner the 
duties of it are to be obſerved, that the 4 | 
4 of tende, may b. Wen 


keep "op as hey err re that i it 608 tg ” 
this. end hallowed, that it might bring a 

bleſſing. Nothing therefore was to be 
done, or ſuffered to be done, that would 
throw the leaſt contempt upon the day; 


and l thing was to be done, or care- 
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( 5) 


fully ordered ita be done, that would put | - 


me * hanes — it. 


i 


— 1 aboſs Abe as: rte Ifaiah 


is very ſo and in the text, more 
eſpecially, has pointed out, both nega- 


tively and poſitively, Whatever we are to 


abſtain fram, and whatever we are bound 
to, leſt, at any time, we allow ourſelves 


or others, either to violate the holy reſt, 
or to omit the holy work of that day. 
Lf, t hoi tur a away thy fodt: tre om the Sab 


bath, which is, in the ſoripture- language, 
not to trample. upon its ſolemnities with 


contempt, or paſs them over with indif- 


ference; hut with caution and circume 
ſpection refrain rom daing thy pleaſure an 
my Holy days either by ſpending it in idle- 
neſs, as ſame are uſed to do, or in intem- 
perance, as others have preſumed to do: 
if inſtead of this, thou call the Sabbath a 
Aalig bt; waiting with a religious impa- 

tience for its return, and not growing 
weary 


— — — 
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weary of its reſtraints, or its duties, bes 
fore it is paſt: if thou call it the holy of the 
| Lord, honourable; foraſmuch as it is de- 


diicated to his immediate ſervice, and tan 


not; without a horrid ſacrilege in us, 


be alienated to any other purpoſe : call it 


holy to God, in devout: thankſgivings for 
its mercies; call it honourable, becauſe 
the very beauty of holineſs is ſtampt upon 


it: and ſhalt honor him, who firſt inſti- 


ruted, and has ever fince fandified it te 
himſelf ; for whatever regard is-ſhewn to 


his day, is ſhewn to God: not doing thine 
own ways, as if there were no difference 


to be put between this, and a common 


day; nor finding thine' own pleaſure, as 
if it were lawful to purſue the ſame 
amuſements, however innocent in them 
ſelves, as at other times: nor ſpeaking 
thine own words, ſuch, more eſpecially, 
as may corrupt good manners for the 


language of Heaven is the proper lan- 


guage for the Lord's day; religion is 


its 


Bu 
its We and religious ſubjeos its ; 
native ſpeech. 


IF thou ſhalt thus remember the Sab- 
bath-day to keep it holy, then ſhalt thou 
delig ht thyfelf in the Lord: for this ſhall 

be thy comfort; thou ſhalt have the glory, 
and thou ſhalt have the profit of it. Take 
pleaſute in God's ſervice, and the more 
abundant pleaſure will ariſe from it. Till 
cauſe thee to ride upon the high places of the 
earth. Them that honor him, He will 
honor; He will place them in ſecurity, 
and place them in dignity : for the way to 
be truly great is to be truly good. Finally, 
T will feed thee with the heritage of Facoh | 
thy father : for the righteous foul ſhall be 
made fat with all the precious bleflings of 


an earthly Canaan ; and theſe ſhall be unto - 
him the earneſts of the heavenly. The 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it: He has | 
promiſed this joy and gladneſs to the pious 7 | 
worſhippers of the God of Heaven, on the | 
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day of his own appointment, and not one 
tittle of it ſhall fail. 


In the foregoing part of the chapter, 
the Prophet had enumerated the ſeveral 


duties of a religious faſt, and the manifold 


bleffings, that would attend the obſervance 


of it: comprehending under theſe the 


whole duty of man towards his neighbour, 


as the recital of Sabbath- ſanctification is 


meant to include the whole of his duty 
towards God: ſo that the latter expreſſes, 
in one word, RELIGION; and the 


other, H ARITY. 


Tur particular branches of this alſo 


are affectingly ſpecified. Is not this the 


fa aft, that T have choſen ? to looſe the bands 
0" wickedneſs ; which is, to undo what- 
ever we have done amiſs ourſelves, and 
then to lighten the burdens, or compaſ- 
ſionate the diſtreſſes of others. —Ir it not 
ta deal 2 bread to the Pungry 3 ; and that 
thou 


f 


3 
thou bring the poor, that are caft out, to 
thy houſe ? when thou ſegſt the naked, that 
thou cover him, and that thou hide not thy- 
ell from thine own eo? What indeed 
are we born for, or for what has God more 
plentifully furniſhed us with abilities of 
mind, body, and eſtate above others, who 
are, by nature, our equals, but, that our ö 
abundance may be a ſupply for their wants, 
and that, what is thus given away in tem- 
poral goods may be paid us again in ſpiri- 
_ tual bleſſings? Thy righteouſneſs,” as the 
lips of truth have pronounced, ſhall go be- 
: fore thee ; the glory 5 the Lord e be Fir 


rere- ward. 


$3 


"tp HESE are the two tables of the cove- 
nant, ſtill ſubſiſting between Heaven and | 
Earth; the love of God, and the love of 
our neighbour, for God's fake. The love 5 
of God is ſhewn in keeping his Sabbaths; |; 
and the love of our neighbour is ſhewn 4 
| © in ; 
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in afts of badet to his s bdy Wd com- 


paſion, to his ſoul. der Ne 


WI can lg conceive, cond: we never 


experience !) how. alarming would'be the 
confuſion, how dreadful the conſequences, 


which an abolition of the Sabbath would 
occaſion. If men were left at large, 


without the ſtated ;Feturp of a. day, ſet 


„ 


one pretence or aa az he 88 rer 
ever be worſhipped at all. From ceaſing 


to worſhip him, they would begin to for- 
Set him; and from cuſtomarily. forget 


ting him, they would go on to live, as 
without him in the world. But it is, in 


Het, aboliſbed by thoſe, who put no dif- 


ference between, this, and any other day, 
-unleſs it be, as they will find nothing elſe 
to do, to diſtinguiſh it by 2 a. STANT. "FE 
of riot e. „ 
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.\FaTutr of Mercies, forgive them, for 
they know not hat they do! Many of the 
lower claſs, either through the poverty; or 
the careleſſneſs of their patents, who have 
perhaps themſelves been neglected before, 
have never been taught” what the will of 
the Lord is. They know not the value of 
an immortal ſoul: nay, they ſcarcely 
know, in their years of childhood, that 
they have ſouls to be ſaved. - From child- 
hood they advance, 'in the ſame forlorn 
ſtate of ignorance, to the days of their 

youth; with the ſeeds of corruption 
growing in their nature, and without a 
friendly hand, among their own relations, 
to root them up : inſomuch, that when 
they arrive at the age of maturity, they 
will break out, free from the ſenſe of re- 
morſe, into all that diſſoluteneſs of life, 
and profligacy of manners, which is juſtly 
lamented, but too late to be redreſſed. 
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\NgveRTHELESS, this might poſſibly 
l haye been prevented: and if any thing 
{þ can contribute towards this good end, we 
muſt look for it from the happy inſtitu- 
tion of Sunday-Schools. For if we can * 
once inſtil into young minds a veneration 
for God's holy day, that will beget an awe- 
ful reverence for his holy name: and t 
1 again will produce an habitual regard to 
his holy laws. 


— — ————— 


Oc 7 bo of compaſſion forcibly 
yearn upon the ſpiritual infirmities of de- 
1 ſerted infancy.—Is there any one, who has 
= had the advantage of any education him- 

ſelf, ſo void of feeling for the welfare of 
his own. offspring, as to leave them, 
without a guide, to wander, where they 
i 5 muſt be for ever loſt, in the broad way, 
. that leadeth to deſtruction? And can we 
3 then unfeelingly diveſt ourſelves of all 
1 cConcern for thoſe helpleſs babes, who are 
4 ſtraggling with a falſe guide, when their 
1 . | e 
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fathers and their mothers have. forſaken 
them? They are ſtill our own fleſh, from 
which we cannot Side ourſelves, without 
offence, And though men of little hu- 
manity, and leſs religion, may imagine, 
that their untutored ſouls are not quite 
ſo precious, as their own, in the ſight of 
God; yet, let ſuch men recollect, and it 
is but equitable they ſhould, that if their » 
Redeemer had ſet as low a pric2 upon their 
{ouls, as they are apt to ſet upon the ſouls 
of others, only becauſe their condition in 
life is inferior to their own, what muſt 
have become of them | 


Ir the heart be more open to the im- 
preſſions of ſuch a charity, at any one 
time, more than at another, it will be at 
this ſeaſon, when we commemorate the 

coming of the Son of God himſelf from 
Heaven, on purpoſe to ſave the ſouls, 
which ungrateful man is ſo prone to 
neglect. 
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has been ſhewn, by all ranks of men, to 
the. ſacred duties of the Sabbath. This 


has been confeſſed by the moſt abandoned, 
at a time, when the confeſſion could anſwer 
no other purpoſe, than as a benevolent 


warning to the riſing generation, leſt they 


alſo fall into the like condemnation ; even 
at the moments of horror and deſpair, | 
which paſs immediately before an igno- 
minious death. 


Tur viddineſs of youth is eaſily caught, 


when ſinners lye in wait to entice them. 


The Sunday is a day of reſt, and therefore 


they are more at leiſure, than at any other 


when the reſtraint is over, to the houſe of 
|  idleneſs 


Tax great inlet to every other vice, 
that depraves. the mind, or corrupts the 
manners, is the habitual neglect, which 


time, to liſten to their ſolicitations, and to 
comply with them. If, by conſtraint, they 
have attended at 2he houſe of prayer, they 
are tempted to run headlong from thence, 


is ) 
idleneſs ; where every good impreſſion is 
immediately effaced, and every bad one 
ſubſtituted in its room. Here the wicked 
courſe begins, and oftentimes does not 
ceaſe, whatever eſcapes it may experience 
by the way, till it is ſtopped by the hand 
of juſtice, and finiſhed in the utter de- 
ſtruction of body and ſoul : in public diſ- 
grace, and endleſs miſery. _ 


Is it not worth our while, even in a 
national view, to ſeek out a remedy for 


3 this growing evil? Is it not of the utmoſt 


importance, in a religious view, that we 
ſhould try one? If we can perſuade our 
youth, at this dangerous age, to employ 
their time, and their thoughts properly on 
the vacant hours of the Sabbath-day, when 
they are moſt apt to fink into idleneſs of 
the worſt kind, we may perhaps gain a 
point, which will fave both body and ſou! 
from ruin. The inſtitution, for which I 
am called upon to plead; has ſucceeded 
OR well 
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well in many places: Why not in others:? 


Why not in this? It is the beſt chance 
they can have to be preſerved from the 
habits of ſin; and if 1 ind wy Nn 
be undone. At FT cee ee 


I wouLD therefore Mön earneſtly re- 
commend an attendance at theſe Schools, 


not only to the parents, that they may en- 


force it upon the minds of ſuch children, 
as can have no other opportunity of being 


"© brought up in the nurture and admonition of 


the Lord; but TI muſt preſs it, more eſpe- 


cially, upon thoſe youths themſelves, who 
are juſt ſetting out into the world, with 
little knowledge of it, and no diſtruſt ; 


unguarded as they are, from their very 


ſituation, againſt being led, it may be un- 
adviſedly, not by diſpoſition, into a wrong 


way. Let them not, through a falſe 
ſhame, be kept back from beginning 


that inflrufion in righteouſneſs, which 


will be the glory and comfort of their 
r Ae ” old 


('#7/) 
old age. We have already ſeen, in ſe- 
veral inſtances, the good improvement, 
that may be made in a ſhort time: and 
great muſt be the ſatisfaction, which both 
parents and children muſt feel from a Pro- = 


- per uſe of it. 


We would willingly hold out ſome 

little reward to encourage their perſeve- 4 
rance in ſo hopeful a beginning. We 

| wiſh to have that reward applied, in the 

moſt beneficial manner, in purchaſing 
| ſome neceſſary part of apparel, that they, 
who ſhew a good inclination, may attend 
theſe - ſchools rather more decently, and 
more comfortably, than with what the 
parents are able to ſupply their children, 
unleſs aſſiſted by the kind contribution of 
others. As we are deſirous of giving every 
aſſiſtance, that can be deviſed, to promote 
the ſucceſs of theſe ſeminaries of religion 
and morals, we would gladly eſtabliſh a 
ſeparate fund for this purpoſe: but our 
. 3535 preſent 


| preſent ſupplies are unhappyy inſufficient 
for ſo benevolent an undertaking : we are 
therefore tempted to aleit an an 


— — A — 8 2 * * 
— n r — * — 
7 e 1 2 E - 
- 9 


* 9 * « * r TIT A... * W 2 — — * —— 

* 8 1 * W * e N : . p 5 

. 5 : - " 4 — D - bbs 8 8 . * * — * by — Pre . FLY 
CCC ans. —ů —̃ — —ñ—ö — r 


* 


* 
© 
| 
, 14 
1 J 
16 
. 

; 
if 9 
5 


ment of: them“. 


A's 
' You cannot call i in quelion the good- | 


neſs of our deſign : you cannot deny, that 
the poor and needy children are proper ob- 
| Jets of your charity: you cannot ſuſpect 
| any miſapplication of it. Be perſuaded 
then to caff your mite into this treaſury of 
Heaven: the ſmalleſt will be accepted with 
5 thankſgiving. For this, the widow's 
piety is recorded in the Goſpel, for a me- 
morial of ber: and for this, your names 
may be written in the book of life. 


| We mean not to importune unrea- 


ſonably: we know the readineſs of your 


minds, when the petitioner's plea is good: 
"Or" we truſt that this, now preferred to 


* Shoes the collection at the Church:doors.- which 


| amounted to Thirty Pounds and upwards, the Committee 


have given a pair of ſhoes and ſtockings to every child in 

the ſeveral ſchools, In all, an hundred and fixty-four pairs 

| of each. 7 
you 


e 
you by the very dictates and feelings of 
humanity, is of itſelf more powerful, 
than alt the motives, that can be urged 
in its behalf. Inſtead of repeating thefe 
which are many, and well known, I att 


only add one reflection more, which ! . 


could wiſh to leave SPY paring in 
your hearts, = 


Ir was the devout and affectionate ex- 


clamation of an eminent divine of our 
church, in the laſt century, when he had 


juſt finiſhed a courſe of moſt exemplary 
piety in the ſacred function, . Oh, what 


75 glorious thing, how rich a prize, how 
„well worth the expence of a man's 
cc whole life were it, to be the author of 


cc faving any one ſoul * ! Judge of your- 


ſelves then, for it is not be expreſſed, ; 


what, and how exquiſitely joyous mult 
be their feelings, who have been inſtru- 


mental, jointly with others, in faving the 


ſouls of thoufands ! 


* See Bimop Fells Life of Dr. Hammond. 
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| earth, is to make others comfortable: but 


become inſtrumental in increaſing | the 1 


ſhall improve our own bliſs and glory by 


8 
e K 9 


upon the means, we have uſed, of im- 
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large the number of our companions in 
the heavenly j Joy» which, like its author. 
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Tas greateſt comfort we can have upon 
it is beyond compariſon ſtill greater, to 
happineſs of the bleſſed ſtate above: we 
reflecting, with a pious | conſciouſneſs, | 


proving that of others : : and we ſhall en- 


will never fade away. 


THE END. 
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_ PRAYERS. 


FOR THE USE OF THE 


MORNING PRAYER. 


FN Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and 
everlaſting God, who haſt ſafely brought 
us to the beginning of this holy day, give us grace 
to improve it, as we ought, to the furtherance of 
” thy glory, and the ſalvation of our own ſouls. We 
are placed in this School of Religion, by the cha- 
table aſſiſtance of our friends, that we may be 
made capable of underſtanding thy bleſſed will, 
and trained up in the way of fulfilling it: incline 
our hearts, O God, to anſwer their pious deſigns; 


and 
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(+ 22 ) 
and ſo faithfully to walk before Thee all the days 
ef our youth; that in the more . 


our lives v we may not ; depart from 1 it. 


And now, that we are preparing our minds 


for the folemn place of hy holy worſhip, de be- 


feech Thee, let thy holy Spirit accompany us 


thither, that in all our thoughts, words, and ac- 


tions, we may be devout, ſerious, and attentive, 


as becomes us in thy ſacted preſence. Open 6ur F 
hearts to receive thy holy word, when it is read 
to us, with all due thankfulneſs. Loet us ever 


eſteem it our happineſs, to have a day of Reſt ſet 
apart for theſe religious purpoſes : and let us ac- 
cordingly employ i it now, as we ſhall wiſh we had 
| when we come to age. 
| imprint in our minds ſuch a conſtant ſenſe and fear 


To this end, O Lord, 


of thy all- ſceing eye, at all other times, as may [- 


. preſerve us from the evil habits of falſehood, 
ſwearing, and every other wicked practice, to 


which young minds eſpecially, led on by bad com- 
panions,. may be fatally enticed. Thus do we 
moſt heartily pray for thy bleſſing upon our own 
beſt endeavours, that we may grow in grace and 
goodncls, as we grow in age; and at laſt become 


5 . 
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worthy 


; (83 5) 
worthy to be admitted into the everlaſting king- 
dom of our Saviaur and Redeemer, Jeſus Chiift, 
Who has taught us always to ſum up all our wants 
and petitions. in en moſt PPE IP of 


Per. „„ 
Vun Eater, &c. 


EVENING: PRAYER. 


' Moſt . and gracious Lord God we 
return Thee our hearty thanks for the 
0 thou haſt this day given us of 
appearing, with a becoming decency, in thy 
houſe of prayer, which is the gate of Heaven; 

and for the farther advantage of employing our- 
elves, more privately, in the proper buſineſs of 
the Sabbath-day, the care of our immortal ſouls. )- 
Sanctify to us, we moſt humbly beſeech Thee, all 
thoſe means of Grace, which, by thy heavenly 
bounty, and the benevolent aſſiſtance of others, 
we have this day been partakers of. Help us, 
by the continual aid of thy holy Spirit, in the 
week following, to live according to our prayers 
and aged according to the inſtructions and 
exhortations 


W 


us grace, by ſuch a deep impreſſion of it upon 
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exhortations, which we have received from thy 
holy word; that it may abide in our hearts, and 
bring forth the fruits of a religious life. Grant 


our hearts, to withſtand every temptation to evil 
during the remainder of this ſacred day, which 

has been hitherto happily dedicated to thy ſervice ; 
that we may learn to ſanctify it, as we ought, 


throughout; and make every return of this bleſſed 


time more and more ſerviceable to our improve- 
ment in knowledge, our advancement in holineſs, 


and our progreſs to thoſe heavenly manſions, 
where, when we ſhall ceaſe to ſerve and worſhip 


Thee here on earth, we may join with the pious = 


| fouls of thy departed ſervants in celebrating an 
eternal Sabbath, in praiſes and thankſgivings to 
Thee, the God of all; to Jeſus Chriſt, our gra- 
cious Redeemer; and to the Holy Ghoſt, who 


ſanctifieth us; whom we pray to bleſs, preſerve, 


and keep us, for ever and ever, Amen, 


Our Father, &cl * 


. 


CA. eo —„ 


